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4th April 2003

Wangetti Beach Residents Call for Responsible Behaviour 

Wangetti Beach residents are calling for responsible behaviour from visitors over Easter and in the future, following escalating illegal four-wheel-driving and camping along the beach north of Cairns.  

Resident Christine Fry has lived at Wangetti for 20 years, and said growing disregard by visitors had been concerning local residents for some time.  

“It’s becoming unsafe for our children to walk along the beach because of four-wheel-drives.  This is also destabilising the sand dunes and foreshore,” she said. “There are dozens of illegal 4WD tracks and campsites in Wangetti Reserve. 

“It’s very sad to go to the beach and find rubbish everywhere - dirty nappies, bait packets, empty beer stubbies, branches cut off trees for campfires – it’s a shameful way to treat this very special part of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area.” 

Ms Fry said even though the beach area had been an unofficial campsite for years, this hadn’t been a problem as most visitors in the past were clean campers who didn’t chop down trees for firewood or leave their rubbish behind. 

However, in the last five years the increasing number of illegal 4WD tracks with uncontrolled access through areas of rare and endangered vegetation had led to serious degradation. 

Determined not to sit back while the World Heritage listed Wangetti Reserve was destroyed, residents lobbied the Douglas Shire Council, the Wet Tropics Management Authority and other government agencies to take action. 

As a result, the Council has committed to blocking access to eleven main tracks and increasing patrols before the Easter holidays. The Authority will be erecting signs directing visitors to the carparks at the northern and southern ends of the Wangetti Reserve.

Cr Grahame Connett said there was a short walk of no more than 20 metres from the carparks to the beach, and encouraged people to visit Wangetti and enjoy a car-free beach walk.

“Wangetti is a unique part of our shire with precious dunal rainforest within a picturesque landscape,” Cr Connett said. “The views from Rex Lookout are one of the highlights of the Cook Highway, which is nationally recognised as an outstanding coastal scenic drive.
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“We want locals and visitors alike to come here, but it’s got to the stage that we’ve got to control the 4WD access and camping, which is illegal in this area. 

“I’m sorry for all the responsible people who have been visiting Wangetti for years and no longer have access by vehicle. However, it’s no longer a pleasant place to camp, with the risk of disease or contamination from syringes, toilet paper, and other rubbish.”

The Wet Tropics Management Authority has also responded to the Wangetti community’s concerns by coordinating meetings with other government agencies, local residents and Yirrganydji and Djabugay tribal groups, the result being the development of a Wangetti Recovery Plan.

Using a Coastcare funding grant, signs will be erected explaining Wangetti’s special features. Authority spokesperson Bill Carrodus said the area has one of the rarest forest types in the World Heritage Area, and was officially listed as endangered. 

“This type of rainforest is growing on sand ridges,” he said. “It depends on rapidly recycling fallen leaves and debris. The scores of 4WD tracks have disturbed the ground and killed trees. People are chain-sawing trees to clear tracks and for firewood. Fires are a real management issue as the rainforest here is very sensitive to fire.

“People are also driving over the fragile dunes, destroying the vegetation cover and leading to beach erosion. Wangetti Reserve is in danger of irreversible damage if immediate measures aren’t taken.”

The Wangetti Recovery Plan also includes proposals for replanting damaged areas, upgrading the carparks and developing educational displays. 
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For more information contact:

Doon McColl (WTMA) 
(07) 4052 0530 or (0419) 742 636

Cr Grahame Connett 

(0419) 727 812   
Christine Fry 


(07) 4042 2383 or (07) 4055 3364  (a/h)

